Proposed Revisions to Allegheny County Health Department Rules and Regulations, Article XXIII - Universal Blood Lead Level Testing

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

Article XXIII of the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD)’s Rules and Regulations sets forth mandatory blood lead level testing for children in Allegheny County. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) provides guidance for performing blood lead level testing and the recommended healthcare and environmental actions to pursue based on testing results. In 2021, the CDC updated its blood lead reference value (BLRV) from 5 µg/dL to 3.5 µg/dL. The ACHD is proposing changes to Article XXIII to align the regulation with the revised standards set by the CDC and to reflect current departmental practices. 

On Nov. 2, 2022, the Board of Health approved a Public Comment Period of 60 days for the proposed revision of Article XXIII. The Public Comment Period was held from November 21, 2022 through January 20, 2023. In addition to accepting written comments, oral testimony was also compiled at a Public Hearing that was held on January 12, 2023. One member of the public gave oral testimony at the Hearing and one written comment was submitted. Public comment did not recommend further revisions specific to Article XXIII.
Pursuant to the authority granted under the Pennsylvania Local Health Administration Law, Sections 12010(f) and 12011(c), the Allegheny County Board of Health voted unanimously on March 22, 2023, to approve changes to its Rules and Regulations, Article XXIII, “Universal Blood Lead Level Testing.”  A summary of the changes to Article XXIII are as follows: 

	§1 Authority, Purpose, and Scope: Replaces the term “lead poisoning” with the more inclusive term of “elevated blood lead levels.”
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	§2 Definitions: Definition for “Elevated Blood Lead Levels” added. Revises the definition for “Blood Lead Level Testing” to reflect its application both in identification of elevated blood lead levels and in monitoring the on-going status of tested children. 
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	§3 Blood Lead Level Testing Requirements: Subsection B revised to align the blood lead reference value (BLRV) with that of the Centers for Disease Control. 
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	§5 Responsibilities of Schools and School Administrators: Removed. Results of blood lead tests in children under age 6 are mandated at the state level to be universally reported electronically to public health agencies in Pennsylvania. The ACHD examines birth records and matches lead tests to assure that children are appropriately tested. The Department also uses this data to perform outreach in geographic regions or among demographic subgroups that lag in testing. Removal of Sections 5 and 6 would reduce unnecessary paperwork burdens on families and schools without impacting the Department’s surveillance and outreach activities.
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	§6 School Reporting: Removed. See explanation above. 
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	§5 Responsibilities of the Department: Previously Section 7. Revised to remove references to school reporting. Clarifies the Department’s role in monitoring blood lead levels and assisting impacted families. 
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	§8 Effective Date: Previously Section 10. Updated to reflect current proposed revision. 
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