LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY


The Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) Air Quality Program is proposing to amend its regulations with language addressing three United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Control Techniques Guidelines (CTG) source categories:

1. Shipbuilding and Ship Repair surface coating operations;
2. Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturing Industry (SOCMI) air oxidation, distillation and reactor processes; and
3. Large Petroleum Solvent Dry Cleaners

These changes are being undertaken so that Article XXI will remain consistent with the Pennsylvania Department of Environment’s (PA DEP) recently published regulation revisions for existing 25 Pa. Code Section 129.52 and newly added Sections 129.63b and 129.71a. 

By virtue of its Program Plan Approval, the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) is required to promulgate the regulations that PA DEP promulgates. This enables ACHD to enforce the new Pennsylvania regulations within Allegheny County and allows for statewide consistency.

See Exhibit “A” and the related Ordinance documentation.

The proposed regulation revisions were the subject of a 30-day public comment period, and a public hearing held on June 13, 2024.  No comments were received.  The Board of Health granted final approval to the regulation changes by unanimous vote on March 19, 2025.  

Upon approval of the proposed regulations by County Council and the Chief Executive, and after the rules are made effective, the revisions to Article XXI will be submitted to PA DEP and the U.S. EPA as a revision to the Allegheny County portion of the Pennsylvania State Implementation Plan.



