LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY


The Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) Air Quality Program is proposing to amend its Air Pollution Control Regulations, Article XXI, §2105.21, “Coke Ovens and Coke Oven Gas,” in particular, Subsection “h,” as it addresses the concentration of sulfur compounds measured as hydrogen sulfide in coke oven gas at various coke oven gas production rates and for various coke oven batteries or groupings of batteries.  

As part of a 2024 Consent Decree and Order in the case of PennEnvironment, Inc., and Clean Air Council, and Allegheny County Health Department v. United States Steel Corporation, Civil Action No. 2:19-cv-00484, in the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania, the Parties thereto agreed in Section 13 of the Consent Decree and Order, titled “COG Hydrogen Sulfide Limit,” to the following: 

a. As of the effective date of the decree, all COG flared, mixed, or combusted at the Facilities [(defined as the Clairton, Edgar Thomson and Irvin Plants)] shall contain concentrations of sulfur compounds, measured as hydrogen sulfide…of no more than 25 grains of hydrogen sulfide per hundred dscf COG on a 24-Hour Average (the “25 Grains Limit”).
b. [bookmark: _Hlk187741463]. . . ACHD agrees to undertake rulemaking and promulgate revisions to its Article XXI Rules and Regulations to establish the 25 Grains Limit in lieu of higher hydrogen sulfide concentration limits for COG applicable Facilities. {Italics and bold face added.}

Given the agreement described above in italics from Section 13.b of the Consent Decree, the ACHD proposes the revisions to Article XXI, §2105.21.h denoted in Part 1 of this SIP Revision submittal. Most notably, a new paragraph “h.1” is being proposed to be added as follows:

1. For purposes of this Subsection 2105.21.h, “24-hour average” means the arithmetic average of hourly average concentrations of hydrogen sulfide in COG, represented in units of grains per hundred dry standard cubic feet of COG, over a calendar day, where a “calendar day” means the period of elapsed time that begins at midnight on a certain date and ends 24  hours later at midnight of the next day;


In addition to the changes described above, the ACHD Air Quality Program is amending §2105.21 by removing references to coke oven batteries Numbers 1, 2, 3 and 15, because they have been permanently idled. Finally, ACHD is making minor, non-substantive grammatical edits.

The following portions of Article XXI will be submitted as a SIP Revision:

§2105.21.b, e, and h (“Coke Ovens and Coke Oven Gas”)


See Exhibit “A” and the related Ordinance documentation.

The proposed regulation revisions were the subject of a 30-day public comment period, and a public hearing held on April 23, 2025.   The Board of Health granted final approval to the regulation changes on November 19, 2025.  

Upon approval of the proposed regulations by County Council and the Chief Executive, and after the rules are made effective, the revisions to Article XXI will be submitted to PA DEP and the U.S. EPA as a revision to the Allegheny County portion of the Pennsylvania State Implementation Plan.



