Proposed revisions to Allegheny County Health Department Rules and Regulations, Article XXI, Air Pollution Control ---


§2105.08, “Additional RACT Requirements for Major Sources of Nitrogen Oxides and Volatile Organic Compounds For the 2015 Ozone NAAQS”

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

The ACHD is proposing to add regulations regarding Reasonably Available Control Technology (RACT) for major sources of nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) by “incorporating by reference” regulations being added by the state of Pennsylvania at 25 Pa. Code §129.111 through §129.115, and related definitions at §129.121.  

The amendment adds a new §2105.08 relating to additional RACT requirements for major sources of NOX and VOCs for the 2015 Ozone NAAQS that establishes RACT requirements for the owner and operator of certain types of stationary air contamination sources located at any major NOX emitting facility or any major VOC emitting facility that was in existence in Allegheny County on or before August 3, 2018. 

The regulation revision is mandated by Federal law or regulation.   For RACT implementation purposes, the entire Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is treated as a ‘‘moderate’’ ozone nonattainment area because this Commonwealth is included in the Ozone Transport Region (OTR) established by operation of law under sections 176A and 184 of the CAA. 

Because Allegheny County, as part of Pennsylvania, is in the Ozone Transport Region, the County is thus required to implement RACT requirements for major stationary sources of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) as part of a Federally approvable State Implementation Plan (SIP) for the 2015 8-hour ozone NAAQS. 

The proposed revision was the subject of a public comment period, including a public hearing held on August 18, 2022.  The regulation was approved by the Allegheny County Board of Health at their September 7, 2022 meeting.

Finally, the proposed changes to add Article XXI §2105.08 will be submitted as a revision to the Allegheny County portion of the Pennsylvania State Implementation Plan.
